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JROTC lock-in and the fun activities 
by Adrian Smith

The JROTC Lock-In happened last Friday and 

Saturday at the JROTC room. So that cadets would 

understand the program the leadership and staff positions: 

Company Commander, First Sergeant, Plans and 

Operation, Personal, Supply, and Media.

Cadets did the Cadet challenges, and the Minute to 

Win-It games. The Cadet challenges were a one mile run, 

pull ups, sit and reach, and a shuttle run. The Minute to 

Win-It games were Cookie Face, Ping Pong Cup, Cup 

Stacking, and Name That Tone. According to Zane 

Sargent a PFC, “I liked the competitive games we played 

with our groups.”

JROTC cadets stand at attention and listen to instructions for the annual 
lock-in.  Photo by Adrian Smith..

In Cookie Face, cadets got an oreo cookie from 

their forehead to their mouth by only moving their facial 

muscles. In Ping Pong Cup, one cadet had 10 ping pong 

balls and the other cadet had 10 cups. They had to get 

all 10 balls in the cups will holding it with one hand. In 

Cup Stacking cadets had 15 cup and had to get all 15 

cups stacked and back to the starting spot. 

In Name the Tone cadets had to name the #1 hit 

song  from each decade. PFC Katherine Small said, 

”They were fun, I like that we had to work together to 

make the games work.” 

 Zane Sargent 
pulls his weight 
on the pull up 
bar.  Photos by 
Adrian Smith 
and Sgt. 
Calvetti..

Cadets Zane Sargent and Emely Martinez work together 
during the game of Ping Pong Cup. Photo by Sgt. Calvetti..

Cadet Lindsey 
Beans-Polk 
carefully stacks 
cups during one 
activity.  Photo by 
Sgt. Calvetti.



Fine Arts 1 & 3D Art classes create projects
by Brienna Henry 

The BRHS students in Fine
 Arts 1 created Scratch Art Portraits 
of themselves with colorful 
backgrounds to add texture to their 
portraits, and the 3D art class 
created masks inspired by Dia de 
los Muertos, which means Day of 
the Dead. 

For the Fine Arts 1 portraits,
 Mrs. McGrath explained that 
students took high contrast 
photographs to create trace contours
 in photoshop, then transferred the 
image on the scratch art design that 
the students created. Senior Klajvis 
Pellumbi said, “I loved the project a 
lot--We got to create images of our-
selves by making a base of crayon in 
which the wax of the crayon created a
 barrier to the tempera paint we put 
over it to allow us to scratch out our 
self portrait with a contrast of black 
charcoal and the vibrant crayon colors.”
 Each student created his/her own 
design for the background using different colors to make 
their portrait pop out in a silhouette-style image.

Mrs. McGrath said, “They turned out beautifully 
and this class created some really amazing textures in the 
background. I can’t wait to hang them up in the hallway 
for everyone to enjoy.” 

Also, the 3D Art Class created masks of their 
loved ones, family members or friends, inspired by the 
Latin-American celebration called Dia de los Muertos. 
Mrs. McGrath said, “They used different symbols across 
the face to show different things the person enjoys or 
enjoyed.” The students created the symbols after studying 
the Calaveras (skull designs). Mrs. McGrath further 
stated, “It was fun to watch students celebrate the people 
that have made an impact on their and their families lives 
through their artwork.” Art also has a way of expressing 
of showing emotion, or simply telling a story. 

    
 

3D Art slab cup project
by  Chyann Tulik

Mrs. Mcgrath’s 3D Art Class is working on 
ceramic slab cups. Before they started the project they 
had to search up designs that inspired them. They each 
chose five photos and those images would help them 
create their cups when they came to it. 

The students picked any size for their cups for as 
many cups as they wanted. After the designs and sizes 
were figured out, it was time to start wedging the clay. 
Wedging removes the air bubbles; to make sure the clay 
had no air pockets the students cut the clay with wire 
cutters in half to examine the inside. 

They then used a rolling pin to flatten and even it 
out. When the slab was big enough they cut it with a tool 
called a needle. To get the slab pieces together the class 
scored and slipped. Scoring is using a fork to make marks 
to connect the pieces. Slipping is just a watered down 
clay used as a glue. The students then left the cup for a 
day for it to harden a little. Once the cups dried the 
students finally started decorating their cups. 

Mrs. McGrath replied when asked what first 
inspired the project, “I wanted to teach my students basic 
ceramic techniques, but then I added different criteria-- 
they had to use additive or reductive texture to make each 
piece unique to the students. Lastly I had them create set 
slab cups that needed to go together in style.” 

BRHS student Aaliyah Westdahl said, “It feels 
like we have free time. My favorite part is the clay 
because I like it. Growing up I always played with clay.” 
The class is finished with ceramic cups and is moving on 
to ceramic bowls.

Merlin White Callie Tony

Andrea Lee Leslie Pavilla

Scratch Portrait by Klajvis 
Pellumbi. Photo by Mrs. 
McGrath.

Scratch Portrait by Angel 
J. Photo by Mrs. McGrath.

Dia de los Muertos Masks.  Artists from left: Jeda E., Maya Wall, and 
Merlin White. Photos by Mrs. McGrath.



Yup’ik stories from past
by: Troy Panruk

Back when amau Dennis Panruk Sr. (late great 

grandpa) was still alive, he used to tell relatives a lot 

about what happened in the past. 

He told us kids about the family, that they mostly 

used to hunt to provide food for the family, because he 

had a big family, and he had many kids to feed. They 

lived in “Old Chefornak” in mud houses and qasgiqs. 

One time he told us that he used to run as fast as foxes 

and tackle them after snapping the head to take the fur of 

the fox, and would be able to jump across creeks that no 

one would be able to make. 

He used to warn us about things like small people 

(ircinraqs) that would take people away into a different 

world, and even about the old woman who tried to 

provide warm clothing or soup if you’re lost and alone in 

a blizzard.  But, that is the woman who could kill you in 

seconds if you listen to her. Panruck Sr.  said, “Never 

take anything from anyone when you’re alone, lost in a 

blizzard, because they are not trustworthy. They will only 

take away the life of yours.”

BRHS student Chyann Tulik said, “My mom used 

to tell me Yup’ik stories; she told me about the atquq 

man, she would say he would pop up in-front of your 

door if you visit other people’s houses too much and 

come home late. He would be there waiting by the door 

for you.  To get rid of it, you have to place your hand 

above his head and slowly push him down to the ground. 

And when you reach the bottom you have to stomp 

repeatedly on the place he was at so he wouldn’t bother 

you again.”

Traditional Yupik Winter Games history
by Reanna Jimmy

The Native Youth Olympic Games have been 
taught and passed down for many generations. The 
games have been used in many ways, such as to keep 
warm while ice fishing, using the events as 
communication while seal hunting out on the sea ice, and 
just for fun.

The Olympics have made their way into the new 
generations as events for gathering. Many students attend 
Native Youth Olympics practice after school, some 
students are very good at one event, and the others are 
good at many events. 

One event that requires upper body strength is 
One Arm Reach--not many students are good at it once 
they first try it, but as long as they work on their upper 
body and work on their reach and landing technique, they 
will become good at the event. Indian Stick Pull also 
requires upper body strength. In this event the person and 
the opponent have to try to make each other step forward 
or backward. The Wrist Carry Event requires the person 
to pick themselves up and try to carry themselves with 
his or her wrist holding a bar until they can’t carry 
anymore.

Many events require lower body strength, such as 
One Foot High Kick, Two Foot High Kick, the Scissor 
Broad Jump, Kneel Jump, and Eskimo Stick Pull. These 
events could be used to test a person’s strength, and the 
events make a person stronger and able to push 
themselves passed their limits. 

Reanna Jimmy 
concentrates 
during the One 
Arm Reach event.



Students learn American History
by JoBeth Stuart

American History is a required class that is 
usually taken during the students’ sophomore or junior 
years at BRHS.

Students learn key events in American History. 
Laura Tolliver, who teaches the class during ⅚ and ⅞ 
block periods said, “The social studies classes here really 
emphasize understanding historical truths and developing 
empathy for other people.” Both Mr. and Mrs. Tolliver 
teach history classes. “Currently, the dialogue around our 
history nation-wide isn't much of a discussion and people 
are struggling to communicate constructively about what 
our history really is.”

She also said, “American History is essential for 
citizens to study to understand our past and what has 
shaped and defined us as Americans. Citizens have a 
responsibility to understand what events and people have 
shaped laws and our political policies. Well-informed 
people make well-informed choices. ”

Senior Andrea Lee said, “I think that we learn 
about American History so that we [as a country] don’t 
make the same mistakes we have before in the past. It’s 
important that we understand what we did wrong so 
history doesn’t repeat itself.”

Mrs. Tolliver also announced that she will be 
piloting a new class offered next semester for ½ hour, 
Global Issues. The class will study the history/ sociology/ 
politics of what are major global topics. Students will 
also learn and understand America’s role and 
responsibility for these issues.

Celebrity of the week: Coretta Scott King!
by Juju :)

    Struggle is a 
never ending 
process. Freedom
is never really 
won, you earn it 
and win it in 
every generation. 
This is a quote by 
Coretta Scott King, 
who was born in Marion, Arizona on April 27, 1927 and 
died on January 30, 2006. She was the wife of Martin 
Luther King Jr., the man who led the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

According to http://www.thekingcenter.org, 
Coretta King fought for many things including human 
rights, gay rights, social justice, women’s and children’s 
rights, world peace, and many more. She spoke about 
these things in front of people all over the world. 

King graduated Valedictorian of her high school 
class, went to college in Boston’s New England 
Conservatory of Music and earned a degree in voice and 
violin. http://www.thekingcenter.org This is where she 
met her husband, and they got married on June 18, 1953. 
The Kings had four kids, Yolanda Denise, Martin Luther 
the 3rd, Dexter Scott, and Bernice Albertine. While 
raising her children she was also speaking at churches, 
colleges, peace groups, etc. Coretta and Martin Luther 
King Jr. traveled all over the world together speaking 
about the things they believed needed to be fought, such 
as poverty. 

After Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated in 
1968, Coretta devoted her time and energy into creating 
programs for the Martin Luther King Jr. Center for 
Nonviolent Social Change. http://www.thekingcenter.org 
She did this as a living memorial for her husband’s life 
and dream. She also continued to campaign and spread 
the news about these programs, she got it through to 
many places. 

“Mrs. King was an incredible person. She is an 
inspiration and I have a lot of admiration for her.” said 
BRHS history teacher  Mrs. Tolliver. “We need heroes 
and people to look up to--people who can challenge us 
and lead us towards a brighter future.”  

When asked about how Coretta can relate to 
highschool, Tolliver responded with, “Social studies 
classes help to guide you towards thinking critically and 
towards developing empathy for other people. Mrs. King 
set an example for others on how to live a life that is 
critical of injustice. Driven by empathy and compassion, 
she positively impacted and changed the world. My wish 
is that her life and world view was the norm, not the 
model.”

http://www.thekingcenter.org/about-mrs-king
http://www.thekingcenter.org/about-mrs-king
http://www.thekingcenter.org/about-mrs-king


The importance of taking PLS & CLS
By Devon Smith

Personal life skills and Consumer life skills are 

required classes at BRHS. These classes will teach 

students about life after school.

PLS and CLS teacher Mrs. Zoromski talks about 

what you learn in the classes, “In Personal Life Skills we 

cover personal growth, personality, character, responsible 

citizenship, communication skills, teamwork, peer 

pressure and refusal skills, how to solve conflicts, 

relationships with family, friends, and workplace, 

functions of families, human development, child care, 

parenting and shopping for food with a budget, and the 

Baby Simulation Project”.

 In Consumer Life Skills we cover consumer, 

career and financial skills, management skills, decisions 

and problem solving, technology, personal finance 

(saving, spending, budgeting, investing, insurance), 

career paths, how to conduct a job search, resumes',  job 

applications, interviewing skills, balancing work and life, 

housing. transportation, home care and personal safety.”

Zoromski also stated why this class is required to 

graduate. “These classes introduce what students can 

expect to experience as they begin independent living, 

whether they choose college, trade school, Job Corp, 

military, or entering the work world after high school. 

PLS and CLS help prepare students to become 

responsible citizens in their community.”

These classes are two of the many important 

classes at BRHS, because they will help you learn the 

ways of entering the adult world after highschool. 

Are the PLS babies moribund?
by  Emely Martinez

PLS students practice parenting with computerized babies.  From 
left: Emely Martinez with Wyatt Turner, Brienna Henry with Norbit 
La’4che, and Reanna Jimmie with Donovan Ryan.

If students are taking PLS first quarter, good luck 
because students won’t have the babies for very long. 
This year Mrs. Zoromski is having trouble getting the 
babies to work. 

Personal Life Skills and Consumer Life Skills are 
required classes that help students prepare for the future. 
Mrs. Zoromski said, “The computer program is not 
communicating with our computer or the software. We 
are unsure what the problem is.”

On October 8th Mrs. Zoromski brought a tech 
expert from the District Office to look into the problem 
with the babies. Mrs. Zoromski said, “If the babies work 
today the students will have two days and one night with 
the babies.” The original times to have the babies are 
three nights and four days. “I’m hoping, at least give 
students one or two days to interact with the babies,” 
Mrs. Zoromski stated. 

PLS will still be required even if there are no 
babies. Luckily on Monday of this week Mrs. Zoromski 
got the babies to work. The babies will be given out this 
week and next week before the quarter ends. 

PLS student Julian Stanley said before the babies 
worked, “I feel relieved, but I wanted to experience how 
it felt to take care of a baby.” Now she says, “I’m so 
nervous and I feel like I will do a bad job with the babies. 
I also feel like it will interfere with my swim practice.” 
Students are nervous because it’s a practice for students 
to experience what might come in their futures. It is 
official that the students will have babies, but for a very 
short time. Second semester students will have the babies 
for the original expanded time. 



Being an informed news consumer
by Jamie Newport-Haas

Everyone gets their news from somewhere, 
whether it is facebook, TV, the Internet, or the local 
news. In recent years the number of news sources has 
exploded, and the way the news works has changed. 

What that means is that one can’t simply trust all 
news sources to get it right and without distortion. You 
can protect yourself from misleading news. You can also 
learn how to cut through the haze of even reliable news 
sources. You can be a smart and informed news 
consumer.

When it comes to news it is very important to 
remember that it is a business and wants to grab your 
attention. To get above the flashiness of the news, think: 
What is the article actually saying? What are the facts it 
presents and what conclusion does the article reach with 
those facts? 

In this current news cycle one word that often 
gets used alot is gaslighting. It is a word that was 
formerly only used in psychology, but has now become a 
buzzword. The  definition of gaslighting is a series of lies 
designed to control someone’s perceptions. Some news 
sources use the word incorrectly and accusationally. 
There are some people and organizations guilty of 
gaslighting, but the way it is mostly used is essentially 
meaningless. So take this word in the news with a grain 
of salt.

BRHS journalist Adrian Smith said,“I think that 
the students at BRHS are good news consumers because 
they don’t only get it from TV, they also get news from 
social media.”

Student teacher Ms. Guinn said, “ I think the 
younger generation are generally better news consumers 
just because they know how to navigate the Internet and 
have a better idea of where the news is coming from 
compared to older generations. But, I think there’s 
always going to be a mixture. I think that everyone could 
benefit from learning about credible sources.”

Advanced Composition Warrior Weekly 
writers!
by Caitlin Hooper

The Advanced Composition students choose  

relevant, informative, and current topics to write about in 

the Warrior Weekly every week, such as sports/physical 

activities, academics, art & music, school news, and 

cultural news.  They get information from peers who 

participated in the event or activity. 

BRHS doesn’t make as many announcements as 

in previous years, and The Warrior Weekly helps to 

inform students, teachers and the community about 

what’s happening.

Emely Martinez said, “The process of writing 

articles helps to keep students informed.” Writing articles 

is one way everyone will know what is happening around 

school. 

Teacher Jennifer Mutch said, “In this class, 

writing is a continual process. As students are revising 

and editing articles for the current issue, they are also 

brainstorming and outlining topics for the upcoming 

week. Deadlines are extremely important.”

After students brainstorm the things that are 

happening in the week, they write an article about the 

topic they chose. Writing needs to be finished at a 

specific time in order to have a good article. There are 

two different deadlines: rough draft and final draft.



Are phones and computers too distracting 
during class?
by Devon Smith

\

Some BRHS students often get sidetracked 

because of cell phones or computer misuse. Phones have 

easy access to the internet. By having such easy access to 

the internet, cellphones are used more as a tool in class 

and having apps to help students stay on top of all their 

classes. But cell phones have cons to their use too.

When students use their phones to text and go on 

other social media in class, it leads to more distractions, 

not only to them, but their peers and the teachers too. 

This leads to more disruptions, especially if the teacher 

keeps telling the student to get off their phone. Even 

though cell phones and computers can be used as tools, it 

may get a out of control. 

Dean of students Mr. Saltzman said, “ I’ve only 

had one student come in with phone issues. It’s one to 

one computers now. The problem is when some students 

are downloading, watching youtube, or not listening to 

the teacher when asked to put it away or close the 

computer.”

The cold is coming once again
by Larian Howard

           Autumn seemed to just pass by this year very 

quickly. The leaves fell very fast. Many of the transitions 

to winter went by quickly. It seems as if we didn’t have a 

fall. 

         According to https://weather.com/news, “The start 

of winter had been absurdly warm, propelling many 

locations toward the warmest start to December in 

recorded history.” 

         The latest figures released by the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration’s National Centers for 

Environmental Information show that in 2016 it may be 

the second warmest autumn since they started recording 

weather 90 years ago. 

         Resident Aaron Alexie of Bethel said, “I like 

winter. I like the smell of the woodstove and all the 

hunting I do. I love the quiet mornings while it’s snowing 

and making snowmen with Larian.” Alexie also stated, “I 

also love setting traps and predator calling late nights and 

early mornings with her.” 

         The temperature drops, frost appears on the ground 

and every surface, snow starts to fall, and the ground 

freezes. Although the mountains yearly have snow, the 

rest of the land gets snow. White, bright, crystal like 

flakes over the tundra. Cold, sleek, and clear ice cover 

the roads. Late sun rises and early sunsets occur. The air 

is cold, sharp, and pristine, and there is the sound of 

snowmachines driving by.

https://weather.com/news/climate/news/2017-12-20-alaska-warm-december-winter


Wrestlers run to the theater
by Kelsie Madson

Friday, October 5th, wrestlers ran from BRHS to 
the theater, and back after school, to get in shape. They 
began jogging as a team, at the same pace in a group until 
they reached the theater. On the way back, they 
individually ran as fast as they could back.

Before running back, as a tradition of last year, 
freshman Charles Smith ran in and checked the movie 
times. Once he came back and told them what was 
playing, (The Nun, The House with a Clock in its Walls, 
and Slenderman) they began their run back.

Senior, Elijah Lindley said, “It was a nice run, 
everyone agreed that it was pretty easy and was definitely 
better than the airport run. My feelings on it can be 
expressed in one word, yesss. But if I was more serious 
on the topic of how it helped me, I would say that it 
helped me lose weight.”

“More so water weight, which is weight that I 
could afford to lose, but the kind of weight that I 
wouldn’t have wanted to lose” explained Elijah. “Not 
saying I didn’t want to lose weight, but I wanted to lose a 
bunch of my layered body fat so I don’t look like a 
beached whale when I go on vacation. It also helped me 
have some good fellowship with my wrestling brethren.”

According to Daniel Chakuchin, a Senior at 
BRHS, “The theater run was is easy on the way there 
because you are behind the slowest runner, but only as 
tough as you made it on the way back. After every run I 
always feel good, especially long ones. I really enjoy 
running outside with the team, and wouldn’t mind if we 
had a couple more outdoor runs.”

The BRHS jr. high volleyball team 
practices skills for a successful season 
Warrior Weekly staff

 Coach Brianne Johnson said, “The last 
week we scrimmaged every day.  I liked seeing 
the girls have fun, and they improved immensely 
from the first week of school.”  From left: 
Roselena Fox, Tiffany Laraux, Emilie Madson, 
Blearta Saliu, Kiley Twito, Caitlin Laraux, 
Kendal Herron, Katherine Winkelman, Aliysa 
Werba, Isabel Lieb, Allie Alexie, Iceis Harpak, 
Reevea Dela Cruz, and Anna Howard.


